
December 2022 
Shepherd’s Voice 

Season’s Greetings Friends! 
As the song says, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” We 

prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Our Advent theme this year is based on the book, “The Heart That 

Grew Three Sizes –Finding Faith in the story of The Grinch, by Matt Rawle. 
This is a rather non-traditional approach to the Christmas story, but my 
hope is that it will challenge all of us to gain a deeper understanding of 
the significance of Christ’s birth and open our eyes to see where Christ is 

revealing himself even in popular culture.                  
Rawle reminds us, “Some things look like Christmas, but really don’t have anything to do 

with Christ’s birth. Other things don’t look like Christmas but seem to have the Christmas story 
at their heart.” The Advent and Christmas seasons have a definitive look, sound, and taste. The 
lights we put on our homes, hearing the orchestra play sleigh ride, and the smell of 
gingerbread cookies really don’t have anything to do with Jesus’ birth. On the other hand, 
hatred and suffering and other painful realities are a part of our world. These things don’t feel 



like Christmas, but Jesus’s arrival into this world, pain and all, is at the heart of the Christmas 
story. 

When we consider Dr. Seuss’s fictional tale of the Grinch, which 
originated in the 1960s, we might dismiss it as another secular story. But 
think again. True, the Grinch’s loneliness and animosity toward Christmas 
don’t feel like a part of the Christmas story. They feel like an intrusion. The 
Grinch opposes all the merrymaking. It’s worth asking the question, 
“Could it be that his frustration is that he thinks the “Whos” have been 
missing the point of the season?” We will explore this, and many more 
questions in the weeks leading up to Christmas. 

I was drawn to this Advent study because I have a passion for finding 
the sacred in the secular. That’s what our “Tell Me Something God” moments are all about. 
They are “God sightings” that remind us that there is a very fine line between things that are 
Holy and things that are not. Matt Rawle reminds us, “Scripture says that all things were made 
through Christ (John 1:3), and through Christ all things were reconciled to God (Colossians 
1:20). In other words, everything and everyone in our world contains a spark of the divine. 
Everything is sacred and whether we choose to live in that truth depends on our perspective.” 
I’m particularly interested in the idea that we can live sacred lives in a secular world and 
conversely use secular life to inform worship.  

Even before becoming a pastor, I felt called in my ministry to meet people where they are 
and inform them of the love Christ has for them. As an example, for years our family has been 
creating crazy Christmas cards. We pick a pop-culture theme and shine a biblical principle on 
it. In one of my favorites, we are dressed as the characters of Gilligan’s Island. The scripture 
verse is, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10).” My hope is that 
both our church friends and unchurched friends will see the sacred in something familiar. 

You’ll have to wait a few weeks to see what we’ve come up with for this year. In the time 
being, I encourage you to look for Jesus in all the hustle and bustle and decorations and 
busyness of the season. Open your eyes to see God in both the sacred and the secular. 

Merry Christmas in Christ’s Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love! 
    Pastor Janet 

  



➢ From the Desert SW Conference 

HIPAA privacy guidelines regarding prayer requests: 

1. When taking a prayer request be sure to get permission to share the information. 

2. Avoid TMI (Too Much Information).  

3. When live-streaming and publishing the newsletter and mailed correspondence, use 
first names and last initial only. 

4. Use extra caution when the request is associated with an employee and/or their 
family. 

➢ News from the DSW Conference 

We welcome Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut to the DSW conference. He will begin his duties 
January 1, 2023. 

➢ Action Steps: 

Please submit items for the newsletter to Karen or Trina by the 17th of the month.  

 We are adopting a family (possibly two) whose children attend Lakeview                         

Elementary School. More information to come. 

 We are starting an Advent book study December 1st at 6:30pm. The Heart that 

Grew Three Sizes. Contact Trina if you’d like to buy a book for $12.50.  

 Fun Friday December 2nd at 6:00pm. We will be playing Grinch Bingo and enjoying 
hot chocolate. Feel free to bring cookies if you like.  

 Cookie exchange and White Elephant gift exchange. December 3rd at 2pm in 
Fellowship Hall for women of the church. Bring 3 dozen cookies in 6 bags, 6 
cookies in each bag. However, if a man from the church comes and brings 3 
dozen cookies, packages of 6, six packages, he is more than welcome. 

 Recruiting for Christmas Eve service Choir. December 11 @ 9:30am and 
December 24 @ 3:00pm. This is a one-time event. We will perform a simple piece 
from the hymnal. No experience necessary. Come make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord. Please attend both rehearsals if you plan to participate. Contact Marilyn for 
more information.  

 Martha’s Circle Christmas luncheon December 13 at Olive Garden. We will meet in 
room 1 to sign thank you cards and then go to lunch. Sign up sheet will be in 
church narthex.  



 Lake Biltmore Block Watch meeting. Cocoa, Cookies and Community. December 
 13 at 6:30pm. In Fellowship Hall. 

 Blue Christmas Service for those members who have lost loved ones this year. 
December 21 at 4pm.  

 Christmas Eve Service @ 4pm. Choir practice at 3:00pm 

 Christmas Day breakfast provided by the Culbertson family. Come in your 
pajamas. Stay for the special Christmas service at 10:30am 

➢ Bit of Trivia: 

Weedville AZ was a small community north of Thunderbird Rd. and 75th Ave, outside of 

the then city limits of Peoria. It was founded in 1911 by Ora Rush Weed (1868-1942). 

He was a Methodist minister from Kansas. It is unknown why he decided to leave his 

hometown with his wife Phoebe and family. Some of his Kansas ministry followed him 

and together settled and homesteaded the area.  

➢ News from the Office: 

 We are switching some of our service carriers over soon to help reduce our 

expenditures and increase stability.  In anticipation of these change overs, we will be 

changing the church email to SOVUMC@hotmail.com.  Our old email will still be in 

effect until further notice.  We are also changing our Phone number to (602)758-3473 

Thanks, Trina 

➢ Special Offering Sundays for First Quarter Next Year. 

    January 5, 2023 - Human Relations Day 

    March 19, 2023 – UMCOR Sunday 

    April 23, 2023 – Native American Ministries Sunday 

➢ Things to do. 

Free movies at the Park. 1st Friday of the month at Deer Valley Park 6 to 9pm. December 2nd. 

Movie is Frozen. Free popcorn, lawn games, and crafts. Bring lawn chairs and blankets. Food 

trucks on site. For more info – Deer Valley Community Center. 602-495-3735 

mailto:SOVUMC@hotmail.com
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1 2 NOTES

December 2022

Worship is available In-Person and On our YouTube channel SOVUMC.

Masks are always welcome, but not required unless trends change.

Enjoy coffee and snacks after the worship service.

http://www.shepherdofthevalleyphoenix.org/

