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 Free to Anyone that uses them (in Church Narthex) 

Printer ink refills: Unopened HP brand inks, style 902, colors and black. 

Hearing aid batteries: Kirkland brand size/format 312, packages of 48. Power One 

P312, 1.4v, one box. 

Bishop’s Statement on Dobbs v. Jackson 
 

One of the most difficult pastor care situations I faced as a local church pastor 

occurred in my second appointment. I had a good 15 years of pastoral experience 

under my belt; and completed all of my Ph.D. classes in theological and social ethics, 

so I was not a pastoral rookie. A church family was in crisis over the pregnancy of their 

teenage daughter. The parents, fearing this would destroy their daughter’s future, 

wanted her to get an abortion. The daughter, in her first trimester, wanted to keep the 

child. The daughter’s boyfriend was so immature he could not commit to anything, so 

she would be alone in raising the child. The daughter was also so young that she could 

not foresee the challenges of teenage motherhood, as she would be a sophomore in 

high school. Both parents and child lobbied me to take their side and try to convince 

the other that they were right. Much of my book knowledge and pastoral experience 

went out the window in such an emotionally charged situation. I kept reminding this 

family that I was not there to take a side but to provide emotional and spiritual support 

so that they could make the best decision. I kept reminding myself that I had to leave 

my values and options out of their decision, and my role was to provide a safe holding 

space for them to hash this out and make the best possible decision. 

The Supreme Court decision of Dobbs v. Jackson has taken such decision-making out 

of the hands of this family for many states who will outwardly ban abortions. We are 

lucky to be living in a state that will still allow it, but many other Americans will be 

denied this crucial decision-making ability. 

No one decision, doctrine or law is a solitary matter. United Methodists from around the 

world worked over many years to revise our Social Principles to ensure that the 

church's stance was clear on many current issues and realities. That includes abortion: 

“Our commitment to the sanctity of human life makes us reluctant to condone abortion. 

We unconditionally reject it as an acceptable means of birth control or a mechanism for 

gender selection and other forms of eugenics. We support measures requiring 

parental, guardian or other responsible adult notification and consent before abortions 

can be performed on girls who have not yet reached the age of legal adulthood, except 

in cases of alleged incest.”             



“We oppose late-term or partial-birth abortion, a process also known as dilation and 

extraction. We call for the end to this practice, except when the life of the mother is in 

danger, no other medical treatments are feasible, or when severe abnormalities 

threaten the viability of the fetus. We recognize that these and other tragic conflicts of 

life with life may justify decisions to terminate the life of a fetus. In these limited 

circumstances, we support the legal option of abortion and insist that such procedures 

be performed by trained medical providers in clean and safe settings.” 

“We urge all those considering abortions to seek appropriate medical advice and 

pastoral counseling and to engage in searching, prayerful inquiries into other 

alternatives, such as making babies available for adoption. We pray for those facing 

unintended pregnancies and offer our prayers and support as they attempt to discern 

God’s will and seek God’s wisdom and guidance. Regardless of the circumstances in 

which someone might get an abortion, we do not condone bullying or shaming people 

for their decisions or actions.” 

“We acknowledge that young women of childbearing age frequently report that they 

lack the ability to make meaningful life choices or exercise effective control over their 

own lives. We challenge pastors, congregations, campus ministries, and others to be 

at the forefront of efforts to empower these young women. Additionally, we support 

resource centers that offer compassionate care and help women explore alternatives 

to abortion.”   (The 2020 Revised Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, K. 

Reproductive Health and Abortion, p. 28-29).  

As always, I am impressed with the collective wisdom of our church on this stance. It is 

a balanced and compassionate stance that takes into account the autonomy of women 

to make their own decision on what is best for their lives and the future. Too often, the 

patriarchy of our culture means that men make decisions that are not theirs to make. 

Dare I also say that our legal and political system is making this same presumption. 

Abortion, as difficult a decision as that is, must be decided by the individual woman 

and her family. 

In the end, no legal court, no political system, and no church can unilaterally make that 

decision for an individual woman. 

In the coming days, I pray that you will openly and compassionately discuss this with 

each other and your church members.  We will have different options and values on 

this, but we need to dialogue openly and listen to each other. 

Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant 



Sponsored by Clergy and Lay Leadership Development 
Do you enjoy having opportunities to grow as a leader and to learn from other leaders? 
Do you find it enriching to share leadership ideas, concepts, and inspiration with others? 
Opportunities are available to anyone in the Desert Southwest Conference interested in 
learning through a focused discussion of mixed media leadership resources, such as 
books, videos, podcasts, webinars, etc. Leadership is explored from various 
perspectives, including resources that look at leadership from more than one cultural 
lens. 
A number of 1 1/2-hour, virtual evening conversations are offered this year. 
On September 12, 2022, Compassionate Leadership will be presented by Rev. George 
Cushman and is based on comments by Albert Outler (Evangelism in the Wesleyan Spirit) 
and, also, the scripture Luke 6:36  NEB. The book is available on Amazon 
at https://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-Wesleyan-spirit-Albert-
Outler/dp/B0006C5RDM/ 
The reasons he chose this topic were twofold: 
In Luke 6:36 Jesus tells us to, “ Be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate” 
(NEB). 
The second reason was a thought by Albert Outler in his book, Evangelism in the 
Wesleyan Spirit. Outler stated that if John Wesley had died before his thirty-sixth 
birthday his name would not have rated a footnote in history (16).  Yet, just ten years 
later, Wesley becomes the head of the most effective mass movement in eighteenth 
century England.  The question is, “What happened or what changed to make this 
possible?”  Outler says it was, “Wesley’s conversion from passion to compassion as his 
dominant emotion, his change from a harsh zealot of God’s judgment to a winsome 
witness to God’s grace, from a censorious critic to an effective pastor, from arrogance 
to humility.” 
What is it about God’s compassionate responses to creation that Jesus tells us to 
practice it in our relationships? And what enabled compassion to transform Wesley’s 
leadership and ministry into this movement we now call The United Methodist Church? 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-Wesleyan-spirit-Albert-Outler/dp/B0006C5RDM/
https://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-Wesleyan-spirit-Albert-Outler/dp/B0006C5RDM/


West District Summer / Early Fall Lay 
Servant Ministries Classes 2022 
 
 
 

“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries/Basic Class” – IN Person - Aug 19 and 26, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. working lunch provided Held at Willowbrook UMC.  Taught by 
Rev. Gary Kennedy. Limit 15 students. 

“For the Common Good – Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” – IN Person,  Aug 27 
and September 3,  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Dove of the Desert UMC.   Bring your own 
bag lunch and treats.  Taught by Certified Lay Speaker Jill Cristina-Krebs  Limit 12 
students 

ZOOM “Afire with God” Stewardship for the 21st Century. Sept. 10 and 17, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  Taught by the Desert Southwest Conference UMC, Treasurer, Randy 
Bowman   Limit 15 students. 

“Leading Public Prayer” – IN Person  October 8 and 15 at Gila Mountain UMC, 
Yuma,  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Taught by Certified Lay Minister, Marilyn Hohnstein.  Limit 
15 students.  Bring your own bag lunch and treats. Limit 15 students 

“Called to Preach”- IN Person  Nov. 7, 14 and 21 from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Sunrise 
UMC.  Taught by Rev. Donna Hughes.  Bring your own bag lunch and treats.  Limit 
15 Students. 

“Opening Ourselves to Grace: Basic Christian Practices” -IN Person Nov. 12 and 
19, 9a.m. to 3 p.m. at Dove of the Desert UMC.  Taught by Rev. George Cushman.  
Limit 15 students.  Bring your own bag lunch & treats. 

Questions?  Please contact: 
Betty Stewart, West District LSM Director 
bettyboop491@cox.net  480-272-1337 

 
Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will 
offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Shepherd of the Valley 
United Methodist Church on Monday, September 19, 2022.  
 

A package of five screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic 
conditions will be offered: 
 Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque) - An ultrasound is performed to screen the carotid 
arteries (a pair of blood vessels in the neck that deliver blood to your brain) for buildup 

mailto:bettyboop491@cox.net


of fatty plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the leading causes of 
stroke. 
Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening - An Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is 
performed using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs. It is important to screen for 
PAD because it increases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart attack, or stroke.1 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) - An ultrasound is performed to screen the 
abdominal aorta for the presence of an enlargement or aneurysm. AAA can lead to a 
ruptured aortic artery, which is a serious medical emergency. 
Atrial Fibrillation - A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors 
on the arms and legs to screen for Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can lead to blood clots, 
stroke, and heart failure, and other heart-related complications.2 
Osteoporosis Risk - An ultrasound is performed to measure the shin bone for 
abnormal bone mass density. This can help assess the risk of osteoporosis, a disease 
where bones become weak and brittle. 
These 5 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  Register by calling toll free 
1-888-653-6441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online at https://llsa.social/HS 
 

Tina McCaig  
Health Service Coordinator 
Life Line Screening  
Phone: (216) 393-8633   Mobile: +1 4802160644 
Email: tina.mccaig@llsa.com    https://llsa.social/HSC 

 

 Upcoming 

Opportunities 

 FUN FRIDAY FUNDRAISER at 

Jason’s Deli. 10217 North Metro 

Pkwy W. Phoenix, 85051. August 

5th, from 5:30 – 7:30pm. Dine in 

and take out orders only. The 

church can earn 15% if people 

present the flyer. 

 

 Cultural Competency for Church 
Leaders August 20 from 2 to 5 
pm. This is tentative. More 
information to come.  We are 
expected to provide a Soup and 
Salad lunch for participants.  
Volunteers are needed to 
prepare and serve lunch.  See 
Pastor Janet or Trina for 
details. 

 

https://llsa.social/HSC
mailto:tina.mccaig@llsa.com
https://llsa.social/HSC


 NEEDED: 
 

 Volunteers to serve Communion to church members that are home bound. 
Contact Tom and Vonnie. 

 Volunteers to become Sunday School teachers. Contact the Office 

 We will be collecting for Back to School Supplies for Cholla and Lakeview 
schools. There will be bins in the Narthex.  

 Suggested Items 

3 ring notebooks/paper  Pencils   Wipe board erasers/pens 

Crayons    Glue sticks   Highlighters 

Red pencils/pens   Spiral notebooks  Pencil box 

Compressed air for dusting Backpack   Kleenex 

Lysol wipes    Hand sanitizers 

 Trunk or Treat Volunteers. Need to decorate your cars and 
come to the church parking lot to give out candy to Trick or 
Treaters. Sunday Oct. 30th from 5:30pm – 7:30pm. We need 5 
volunteers. Contact Gina if able to help. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Worship 10:30 am

Worship On-Line

Any Time

1:30 pm - Prayer Group 

Zoom or PO

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Bible study 6:30 pm

8:00 pm Men's AA, FH

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

 Fun Friday

Fundraiser at

Jason's  Deli 5 :00 

to 9:00 pm

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Worship 10:30 am

Worship On-Line

Any Time

Girl Scouts 

5:30pm, F.H.

1:30 pm - Prayer Group 

Zoom or PO

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Bible study 6:30 pm

8:00 pm Men's AA, FH

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Sandi 's craft class 

12 to 4 pm
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Worship10:30 am

Worship On-Line

Any Time

1:30 pm - Prayer Group 

Zoom or PO

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Bible study 6:30 pm

8:00 pm Men's AA, FH

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Cultural 

Competency 10:00 

am to 2:00 pm 

(tentative)

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Worship 10:30 am

Worship On-Line

Any Time 

12:30pm Board Meeting

Girl Scouts 

5:30pm, F.H.

1:30 pm - Prayer Group 

Zoom or PO

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Bible study 6:30 pm

8:00 pm Men's AA, FH

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Sandi 's craft class 

12 to 4 pm

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

Worship 10:30 am

Worship On-Line

Any Time

1:30 pm - Prayer Group 

Zoom or PO

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

Bible study 6:30 pm

8:00 pm Men's AA, FH

12 pm to 4 pm Office Hrs

4 5 NOTES

August 2022

Worship is available In-Person and On our YouTube channel SOVUMC.

Masks are Encouraged, but not required unless trends change.

Enjoy coffee and snacks after the worship service.



Leadership Team Members 

Chair Suzanne  Finance Don SPRC Randal 

Facilities Jack Finance Secty Wanda Security Karen 

At Large Gina At Large Vonnie Tech Trina 

Pastor Janet 

 

Shepherd of the Valley UMC 
3039 W. Cactus Rd. Phoenix AZ 85029 

602-942-9288 
Pastor Janet Culbertson sov@sovumc.phxcoxmail.com 

www.shepherdofthevalleyphoenix.org 
Bishop Grant Haglya, Interim UMC Bishop 

Reverend Javier Olivares, District Superintendent 

http://www.shepherdofthevalleyphoenix.org/

